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-but the hostile feeling manifested against him
was strong. Louis Napoleon was quick to take
advantage of this situation. He wrote to the
President of the Assembly, resigning his seat on
the ground that he did not wish to be the cause
of any disturbance. By this action he appeared "
to repudiate any personal ambition and to desire
only the welfare of the people ; in reality he was
deferring his entry into the arena until a more
propitious moment, and at the same time in-
creasing his popularity by seeming to be the victim
of jealousy and misrepresentation. It was an
astute move*

In the September elections he renewed his
candidature. This time he was returned for five
departments and announced his intention of
taking his seat as Member for the Seine. On the
24th of September, 1848, he arrived in Paris, and
two days later took his seat in the Assembly. Clad
in a black coat, which served to accentuate the
pallor of his face, he rose and faced his fellow
deputies. " After thirty-three years of proscrip-
tion and exile," he said, " I find myself at last
among you, I once more regain my native land
and my rights as one of its citizens. It is to the
republic that I owe this happiness ; let the republic
therefore receive my oath of gratitude and alle-
giance ; and let my generous fellow citizens, to
whom I am indebted for my seat in its legislature,